
Tamarack (Kennecott, Rio Tinto, Talon) Sulfide Mine
Threat to Mississippi & St. Croix Rivers

There are currently 30,000 
acres of active leases for 
nickel, copper, and cobalt  
approved by the  
Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
where the Mississippi 
River and St. Croix River 
watersheds converge. This 
area contains a massive 
mineralized zone affecting 
important natural and 
tribal resources.

Why is the Tamarack sulfide mine a serious threat?

Massive mineralized zone. The areas designated on this map as Tamarack North and 
South contain a massive sulfide mineralized zone with high concentrations of nickel, 
copper, and cobalt ore and recoverable levels of platinum, palladium and gold as well.  
The richest ore zones are 1,300 to 1,600 feet underground over an 11-mile north-south 
strike area.

Potential for Profit. Unlike the PolyMet mine which is, at best, marginally economical, 
or the Twin Metals project, which hasn’t yet disclosed how underground mining could be 
economically feasible with its low-grade ore body, the most recent Technical Report for 
the Tamarack North Project projects a pre-tax rate of return to investors of 41%.

Controlling Companies. Kennecott Exploration, part of the Rio Tinto group, and Talon 
Metals are in a joint venture responsible for exploration and proposed operation of the 
Tamarack Project. These entities have demonstrated capacity to mine, and Rio Tinto has 
an extensive global history of environmental degradation and human rights abuses.



What’s at Stake if the Tamarack Sulfide Mine Proceeds?

Waters Affected. The Tamarack sulfide mine area is at the headwaters of the Kettle River, 
which flows into the St. Croix River, pictured above, and the Tamarack River, which flows 
to the Mississippi River via Big Sandy Lake.

Natural Resources Affected. The Kettle River and St. Croix Rivers are designated as Wild 
and Scenic Rivers. Many public lands likely to be affected by a Tamarack mine have also 
been designated for old-growth forest management or as state parks or Wildlife 
Management Areas. 

Tribal Resources Affected. The proposed mine would impact both 1854 and 1837 Treaty 
lands, high quality wild rice lakes, wetlands, and fisheries used by the Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe and the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.

Visit WaterLegacy.org and follow WaterLegacy on Facebook and Twitter

What Can You Do?

Share what you know about the Tamarack mine threat to the Mississippi River, Kettle 
River and St. Croix River with neighbors and friends. Sulfide mining threatens all major
Minnesota watersheds. 

Learn how you can advocate by signing up at WaterLegacy.org to receive factual updates 
and action alerts targeted at your elected leaders.
_____
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